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THE LANCASTER MENNONITE CONFERENCE 
LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES 


Ira D. LANDIS 


Mennonite His- 
torical Society, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, was brought into ex- 
istence through the appointment of 
eight brethren by the Bishop Board 
at the 1958 Spring Conference. We 
were organized with J. Paul Gray- 
bill as Chairman, the writer as 
Secretary, and Norman W. Nauman, 
Treasurer. The Library Study 
Committee appointed by the Ex- 
ecutive Committees of the Mission 
Board and Bishop Board, under the 
leadership of Chairman H. Ray- 


The Lancaster mond Charles, which started its 
study in 1956, finally recommended 
such a society. The Study Com- 
mittee was to ascertain the best 
library facilities for the Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference, both his- 
torical and theological. Later it 
laid the plans whereby the Chris- 
tian E. Charles and the Historical 
Libraries could be under the His- 
torical Society, enlarged to ten 
members. 

The Eastern Board of Missions 
and Charities in 1956 offered us a 


basement room in their Headquar- 
ters Building for the embryo His- 
torical Library and Archives. Mean- 
while upwards of 6,000 books have 
been accumulated. Many Men- 
nonite publications from Elkhart, 
Scottdale, and elsewhere are slowly 
being accessioned and in many cases 
bound. Archival materials are find- 
ing their way into the 260 plus 
archives boxes. These include 
congregational bulletins, programs, 
deeds, diaries, letters, maps, ete. 
We have a very few early important 
letters that throw sidelights upon 
our eighteenth century history. A 
rare treasure is the personal book of 
Hans Tschantz, a Bishop who lived 
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here for more than three decades 
prior to the Revolutionary War, 
dying in 1776. 

We are much interested in the 
collection of Mennonite cemetery 
records, and especially of the fast 
disappearing farm cemeteries in the 
Conference area. We are up-to- 
date on indexing the Herald of 
Truth, Gospel Witness, Gospel 
Herald and Missionary Messenger, 
with more to follow. 

We try to pick up everything in 
our field, the Lancaster Conference 
area, and early records of the 
Washington-Franklin, Ontario, and 
Allegheny Conferences. In index- 
ing the Elkhart-Scottdale publica- 
tions on obituaries we include all 
from southeastern Pennsylvania and 
those that were born here, irre- 
spective of their later home. We 
also included church leaders across 
the Church. We are interested in 
the conference histories and geneal- 
ogies of areas beyond the Lancaster 
Conference. In southeastern Penn- 
sylvania we are more inclusive, col- 
lecting the releases of local his- 
torical societies and government 
publications, such as the _ 1790 
census, Colonial Records, Pennsyl- 
vania Archives, Land Grant maps, 
atlases, geological maps, soil sur- 
veys, genealogical charts, etc. 

The fifth meeting of eastern Con- 
ferences creating this as an Archives 
Centre for the east is scheduled for 
the fall. This is a worthwhile 
project, with untold possibilities. 

Two plaques, marking landmarks, 
have been erected and the third will 
be placed at the Hans Herr House 
this fall. 

Two Annual meetings have been 
held, and the 250th Anniversary of 
the coming of the Mennonites, the 
first permanent settlement of Lan- 
caster County, will be commemor- 
ated with a larger meeting at the 
Brick Meetinghouse in the centre 
of the original settlement on Sep- 
tember 30-October 2. An interest- 
ing program, covering the years in 
Europe and since, will be rendered. 

The Mennonite Research Journal, 
the official organ of the Society, ap- 
peared in April and the second in 
July as a 12-page periodical that 
will carry articles quarterly, deal- 
ing with history, genealogy and 
lore. It has received a warm wel- 
come in historical and locai circles. 





The Christian E. Charles Library 
is visited by ministers and church 
workers within and without the 
church, for help on sermons, young 
peoples meetings and conferences. 
The Historical Library is frequented 
by Lancaster Mennonite School and 
Eastern Mennonite College students 
when researching in this field, as 
well as genealogists, historians, and 
church workers. 

With both the Christian E. Charles 
and the Historical Library and 
Archives cracking at the seams, 
new quarters are necessary. A 
Conference Centre, with these col- 
lections housed on the same grounds 
in new quarters, accessible to the 
public, is now in the offing. The 
Site Committee has had two meet- 
ings scanning the possibilities. The 
Society and Site Committee made 
a recent trip to Delaware to get 
architectural and archives’ tech- 
niques from those who know this 
subject; this was a profitable visit. 
When the site has been approved, 
probably by October, we hope that 
a building will materialize in an- 
other year. When properly housed, 
the indexing, and filling up the 
necessary gaps of the collection will 
continue apace, so that the true 
picture of our past can be given to 
all interested and the future more 
wisely planned. 





The greatness of Menno Simons 
lies in three factors of influence, his 


character, his writings, and his 
message. His character was a 
steadying, heartening, building in- 


fluence in the long, hard years of 
persecution and struggle from 1535 
to 1560, based on deep conviction, 
unshakable devotion, fearless cour- 
age, and calm trust. His writings, 
though they seem at times, as 
gathered together in his complete 
works, to be repetitious and in- 
significant, included some admirable 
tracts for the times, pointed, plain, 
well adapted to their purpose. But 
most of all it was the message of 
Menno Simons which made him a 
great leader in a great cause. He 
built no great system of theology, 
not did he discover any great new 
or long-lost principle; he merely 
caught a clear vision of two funda- 
mental Biblical ideals, the ideal of 
practical holiness, and the ideal of 
the high place of the church in the 
life of the believer and in the cause 
of Christ. 
—Harold S. Bender 





List of Mennonite 
Freeholders in Beaver and 
Fairfield Townships, 
Columbiana County, 


Ohio, in 1830 


Fairfield Township 


School Dist. No. 3, Sections 5, 6, 7, 
and 8: Christian Holdeman,' Joseph 
Landis, Henry Nold, Jacob Nold, Sr., 
Jacob Nold, Jr. 

School Dist. No. 4, Sections 17, 18, 
19, and 20: George Slutter,? Mathias 
Tintsman.+# 


Beaver Township 


School Dist. No. 2, Sections 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, and 9: John Blosser,® Michael 
Shank. 

School Dist. No. 3, Sections 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 21: Jacob Boyer, 
Abraham Boyer, David Hoover, Mi- 
chael Kulp, Henry Kulp, John Culp,* 
John Nold, Peter Yoder, John Shoe- 
maker (7). 

School Dist. No. 4, Sections 13, 14, 
15, 22, 23, and 24; Peter Blosser, Da- 
vid Metzler,’ Jacob Shoemaker (?). 

School Dist. No. 6, Sections 29, 30, 
31, and 32: George Bachman,* Ja- 
cob Bachman (Baughman), Samuel 
Detweiler, Jacob Knob (Knopp), To- 
bias Miller, Jacob Landis, Mary Mel- 
linger, Jacob Oberholtzer,? Jacob 
Oberholtzer, Jr. 

School Dist. No. 7, Sections 25, 26, 
35, and 36: Jacob Detwiler. 


These lists are found on pages 288 
to 290 in History of Columbiana 
County (n.p., 1879). Unfortunately 
the freeholder lists for Green and 
Salem Townships are lost; however, 
they would have included Peter W. 
Lehman and John Yoder for Salem 
Township, Henry Stauffer and Jacob 
Stauffer in Green Township. Henry 
Stauffer came from Fayette County, 
Pa., in 1801, and was ordained a 
minister about 1815. He was or- 
dained later as a bishop to succeed 
Jacob Nold. These lists do not cover 
those Mennonites in the Settlement 
who were renting or were not prop- 
erty owners. 

FOOTNOTES 


1 Christian Holdeman was the grandfath- 
er of John Holdeman (1832-1900), founder 


of the Holdeman Mennonites. Christian 
moved to Columbiana County in 1825; 
about 1S#2 he purchased a farm in Knox 
Township, Columbiana County, near the 
so-called North Georgetown Mennonite set- 


tlement; in 1844 he sold this property and 
located near New Pittsburg, Wayne Coun- 
ty, Ohio, 
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2 Jacob Nold, Sr. is the pioneer Ohio 
Mennonite bishop; Jacob Nold, Jr. was his 
son and a deacon in the Columbiana Coun- 
ty Mennonite Church. 


8 George Slotter (Schlotterer) was from 
Bucks County, Pa., and was in Fairfield 
Township already in 1804. 


‘Mathias Tintsman moved to Fairfield 
Township from Westmoreland, Pa. in 1819, 
and was ordained a Mennonite minister in 
the same year in Columbiana County. 


5 John Blosser was a Mennonite minister 
who came from Rockingham County, Vir- 
ginia, in 1827: his brother Peter Blosser 
is listed in school district No. 4. 


6'The three Kulps or Culps listed in Dis 
trict No. 3 are the children of Michael Kolb 
and his wife Magdalena Rhodes, who came 
to Ohio between 1810 and 1816 from Rock- 
ingham County, Virginia. 


7 David Metzler was a deacon in the 
ehurch and came from Lancaster County, 
Pa., about 1827. 


SGeorge Bachman (Baughman) was here 
already in 1806: he was a member of the 
Committee responsible for erecting Ober 
holtzer’s Meetinghouse in 1825: he was pos- 
sibly a brother-in-law to Bishop Jacob 
Oberholtzer. 


* Jacob Oberholtzer was the bishop who 
came to Columbiana County, Ohio, in 1806; 
he organized the Columbiana County Men- 
nonite Church in 1815. 


Compiled by Wilmer D. Swope 





Horsch Mennonite History 
Essay Contest Winners 
in Class Il, 1959-1960 


There were seven entries. in 
Class II of the John Horsch Men- 
nonite History Essay Contest for 
College freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors for 1959-60. As is often the 
case there was considerable dis- 
agreement among the judges con- 
cerning the merits of the papers. 
The decision of the three judges is 
given below: 


First—Old Colony Mennonites of 
Mexico 
Lavonne Gisel, Wauseon, Ohio 
Second—Moses G. Horning and 
the Old Order Divisions in 
Pennsylvania 
Emma Hurst, Route 3, Ephrata, 
Pa. 


Third—A History of the Metamora 
Mennonite Church 


Mildred Schrock, Metamora, Ill. 


Other entries in the Class II Con- 
test were “Franconia Mennonite 
School,” “The Oak Grove Men- 
nonite Church,” “Observance of 
Communion in the Franconia Con- 
ference,” “The Trend in the Bonnet 
and Devotional Covering of the Old 
Mennonite Church—1924-49,” and 
“Israel B. Good, Teacher and 
Pastor.” M. G. 


Mennonite Research 
News and Notes 


MELVIN GINGERICH 


The Goshen College Historical 
Library has_ recently obtained 
microfilm copies of the following 
theses: Marvin E. Kroeker, “The 
Mennonites in Oklahoma to 1907” 
(1954, U. of Okla., M.A.); Wilhelm 
Dyck, “The Problems of the Russo- 
Germans in the Later Works of 
Josef Ponten” (1956, U. of Mich., 
Ph.D.); Elmer Suderman, “The 
Russo-German Mennonite Theme 
In the American Novel” (1948, U. 
of Kansas, M.A.); Frank C. Peters, 
“The Coming of the Mennonite 
Brethren to the United States and 
Their Efforts in Education” (1957, 
Central Baptist Theological Semi- 
nay, Th.D.); and L. R. Just, “In- 
fluences of Johann Cornies Upon 
the Major Social Institutions of the 
Mennonites of South Russia” (1948, 
U. of Kansas, M.A.). 

The Archives of the Mennonite 
Church recently acquired a total of 
more than 900 letters addressed to 
J. S. Coffman. These came from 
the S. F. Coffman family. 

A rich collection of G. L. Bender 
letters was recently accessioned by 
the Archives. G. L. Bender was for 
many years treasurer of the Men- 
nonite Board of Missions and Char- 
ities. The letters had been in the 
possession of his son H. S. Bender. 

Recent anniversary booklets that 
have come to the Historical and Re- 
search Committee are “55th Anni- 
versary 1904-1955 Crystal Springs 
Mennonite Church, Crystal Springs, 
Kansas” and “The Mennonites of 
Waldo 1860-1960," by Edwin J. 
Stalter, Flanagon, Illinois. 

Five boxes of correspondence and 
records from the secretary-treas- 
urer’s office of the Mennonite Com- 
mission for Christian Education 
have recently been accessioned by 
the Archives of the Mennonite 
Church. 

Paul M. Yoder from the School of 
Music, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Florida, spent approxi- 
mately two months at the Historical 
and Research Center at Goshen Col- 
lege doing research on his doctoral 
dissertation which will pertain to 
music in the Mennonite Church. 


C. Henry Smith’s “The Education 
of a Mennonite Country Boy” is be- 
ing prepared for publication at 
Newton, Kansas, by the Mennonite 
General Conference Church. 

Abraham John Klassen has worked 
in the Goshen Mennonite Historical 
Library preparing a ‘Mennonite 
Bibliography.” It begins with 1620 
where Hans Hillerbrand’s “Anabap- 
tist Bibliography” ends. 


Minutes of the June 3-4, 
1960, Meeting 
of the 
Historical and Research 
Committee 


17. It was moved and carried to 
adopt the editor’s recommenda- 
tion to make the Bulletin a 
quarterly of eight pages each. 

18. It was decided that Irvin B. 
Horst continue another year as 
Editor of the Bulletin, with 
Melvin Gingerich as co-editor. 
(The editors are to be appointed 
hereafter for each biennium.) 


19. H. S. Bender reported on the 
absorption of the Research 
Foundation into the Historical 
Committee (which became the 
Historical and Research Com- 
mittee): said merger took place 
on September 1, 1959, when all 
the resources, unfinished tasks, 
etc., of the Foundation became 
the property of the Committee. 
The Executive Secretary of the 
Committee is preparing a his- 
tory of the Foundation. 

24. S. S. Wenger reported on the 
Articles of Incorporation in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania. It was moved and 
carried to authorize the three 
Pennsylvania members of the 
Committee (S. S. Wenger, Ira 
D. Landis, and Ernest R. 
Clemens) and the three Indiana 
members (H. S. Bender, Melvin 
Gingerich, and J. C. Wenger) 
to sign the Articles of Incor- 
poration. 

25. It was moved and carried to 
authorize Attorney S. S. Wenger 
to secure for the Historical and 
Research Committee legal recog- 
nition by the U. S. Treasury 
Department as a legally recog- 
nized recipient of charities 
which are deductible for federal 
income tax purposes. 

30. Ira D. Landis, Treasurer, re- 
ported on the regular member- 
ship fee ($2.00), associate mem- 
bership fee ($5.00), and the 
sustaining membership fee 
($10.00). 


31. It was moved and carried to 
express the gratitude of the 
committee to Nelson P. Springer 
for the preparation of the in- 
dex to the Mennonite Historical 
Bulletin. 

32. Melvin Gingerich reported on 
the sale of the bound issues of 
the Mennonite Historical Bul- 
letin. Thirty bound volumes 
have been sold of the first 
two decades of the periodical, 
1940-59. 


(Continued on Page Four) 
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H. S. Bender reported on the 
new articles of agreement be- 
tween the Mennonite Board of 
education and the Historical and 
Research Committee of Men- 
nonite General Conference. 

It was moved and carried to 
approve the articles of agree- 
ment between the Board of 
Education and the Historical 
and Research Committee, and 
to authorize their signature by 
the Chairman and Executive 
Secretary. 

H. S. Bender reported that a 
memorial volume of biographies 
will be prepared for the pioneer 
leaders memorialized on _ the 
plaque on the west end wall of 
the entrance hallway, perhaps 
one page for each leader. 

It was moved and carried that 
the following Editorial Com- 
mittee be appointed to pre- 
pare the Memorial Volume of 
Pioneers, with power to act: 
H. S. Bender, Melvin Gingerich, 
J. C. Wenger. 


It was moved and carried that 
the above Editorial Committee 
also prepare a small booklet 
which would report on _ the 
Committee and its work in the 
Historical and Research Center 
and Archives of the Mennonite 
Church. 


Ira D. Landis suggested the de- 
sirability of celebrating the 
fiftieth anniversary of the crea- 
tion of the Historical and Re- 
search Committee, and of en- 
couraging the publication by 
1961 of the History of the Men- 
nonite Church by H. S. Bender. 


. John W. Snyder gave a report 
of the Ontario Mennonite 
Archives. A depository room 
has been established at the 
Rockway Mennonite School. H. 
S. Bender, Melvin Gingerich, 
and N. P. Springer have rend- 
ered assistance in the setting 
up of the Ontario Mennonite 
Archives. 

John A. Hostetler reported that 
the Alberta-Saskatchewan His- 
tory by Ezra Stauffer is being 
mimeographed currently. 
Melvin Gingerich reported on 
the research project for study 
of Mennonite costume. He con- 
tinues to gather additional ma- 
terials. The committee has a 
continuing interest in seeing a 
possible outline for Dr. Gin- 
gerich’s study. 


. Attention was given to de- 
sirability of making a study of 
peace teaching in the Gospel 
Herald and other Mennonite 


periodicals since World War II, 
as requested by the Peace 
Problems Committee. 


It was moved and carried to 
approve the study of Peace 
Teaching in the Gospel Herald 
and other Mennonite periodicals 
since World War II, if this study 
appears desirable and feasible 
to the Executive Secretary of 
our committee after investiga- 
tion. 


. H. S. Bender reported that the 


Dutch Mennonites and the Wit- 
marsum Community of Fries- 
land are hoping to build a 
Menno Simons Memorial Church 
Building at Witmarsum, Hol- 
land, on the site of the old 
Meetinghouse which was torn 
down in 1878. It is hoped to 
dedicate the memorial meeting- 
house in 1961, the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of the death 
of Menno Simons. 


It was moved and carried to en- 
dorse the project and to request 
the officers Bender and Gin- 
gerich to do what they can to 
promote it in the “Mennonite 
Church” of America. 


It was decided to accept the in- 
vitation of Samuel S. Wenger 
to meet at Paradise on April 7, 
8, 1961 (Friday evening at 7:00, 
and part of Saturday). 


H. S. Bender proposed that a 
scientific study be made of 
the effectiveness of Mennonite 
Church outreach in North 
America, this as a_ research 
project. 


It was moved and carried to 
approve this project and to re- 
quest the Executive Secretary 
to prepare plans to implement 
the study. 


. J. C. Wenger reported on his 
plans for the completion of the 
Indiana-M ichigan Mennonite 
History, and on the plans for 
its publication (by M.P.H., un- 
derwritten by the Ind.-Mich. 
Conference). 


The committee reviewed plans 
for the recognition of Menno 
Simons’ death anniversary year 
(1961). Franklin H. Littell 
plans to write a book of ap- 
preciation of Menno for release 
in 1961. The officers of the 
Committee were authorized to 
plan for the recognition of this 
historic anniversary year. 


Irvin B. Horst suggested the 
recognition of the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of the pub- 
lication of Van Braght’s Martyrs 
Mirror. This was referred to 
the officers for appropriate ac- 
tion. 


An Old Letter On 
Mennonite Aid 


Amish, Johnson Co., Iowa, 
May 17-1875. 
Revr. Amos Herr 
Lime Valey Lancaster Co. Pa. 


Respected Friend: 


First of all we the undersigned 
Ministers and members of Amish 
mennonite church of Johnson coun- 
ty Iowa, wish you, and all whom 
it may concern the Grace of God, 
and the Communion of the Holy 
Spirit, through Christ Jesus our 
Savior; Amen. 

Dear Friend; the cause of our 
present writing to you, is the mat- 
ter concerning the emigration of 
the destitute Russian Mennonite 
Brethren, namely, As we are all 
aware, that a large number of 
destitute families were sent to 
Kansas the past winter, where they 
had to endure extreme hardships; 
for want of food and Shelter. 

And as several of our Brethren 
were recently Sent out to Newton 
and Florence in Kansas, to investi- 
gate the matter of the Suffering. 
They saw the condition these people 
were in; and deem it inappropriate 
to Send any more of the destitute 
families out in these new countries; 
where there is Scarcly any employ- 
ment, and provision is Scarce also. 
Therefore we would most respect- 
fully request your committee. 
(Known as the “Executive Aid 
committee in Pennsylvania”) to give 
this matter due consideration; and 
if possible prohibit the emizration 
of the destitute to these new coun- 
tries at the present time. But try 
and have them distributed among 
the churches in the eastern and 
western States; but no farther west 
than the State of Iowa. 

If thus distributed, they can be 
supported with far less expence; 
and at the Same time they can earn 
Something to give them a new 
Start. 

In conclusion we would Say, that 
we endeavored to make our State- 
ment concerning this matter, as 
brief and explicit as possible; and 
would most respectfully beg your 
pardon for making the Suggestions 
and assertions. 

But hopeing they will be favor- 
ably received, we Sincerely Sub- 
scribe our names. 


Peter Brenneman—Minister 

Joseph J. Schwartzendruber— 
Minister 

Peter Schwartzendruber 

Michael Bender 

J. C. Schwartzendruber 

Daniel P. Guengerich 

Samuel Guengerich. 
(Copy in the Archives of the 

Mennonite Church, Goshen, Indiana.) 








